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Abstract

Study of the NT Epistles over the Past 7 Decades in
the Korea Theological Joumnal, Kosin Theological Joumal
and Reformed Theology and Church:

Retrospect and Prospect

Joo, Kicheol

(Assistant Prof, of the New Testament in Kosin University)

The purpose of this study is to survey the papers on the NT
epistles published in the Korea Theological Journal, Kosin
Theological Journal and Reformed Theology and Church over
the past 70 years; to retrospect and prospect the overall features
of Kosin Theology shown in the studies of the NT epistles.

First of all, it is suggested that the ultimate task of contemporary
reformed biblical theology to build up churches and help believers
N to live out their Christian lives in the secular world. On the

\ basis of this task, 31 papers are examined and evaluated in three
categories.

First, in terms of the frequency of studying each epistle only
9 out of 23 epistles (including Revelation) have been dealt with
by 7 scholars: Ephesians (6), Romans (5), Revelation (4), 1
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Corinthians (3) and 1 John (3), 2 Corinthians (2), Galatians
(2), Colossians (1), 1 Peter(1). The reason why just a few epistles
have been dealt with seems to be either that studies were dependent
on the contributors’ own interest or preference or the contributors
were limited by the faculties in Kosin University (Korea
Seminary). If this is true, it seems to be necessary to organize
the studying of each epistle every year in order, or to ask certain
able pastors who have numerous interests in different epistles
to study so that all the NT epistles can be covered soon.
Second, concerning subjects, the following are included:
theological subjects are ‘Pneumatology in 1Peter,” ‘Ecclesiology
and Christology in Ephesians,” ‘God in Colossians’ to name
but a few; practical subjects are ‘the relationship between the
Sabbath day and the Lord’s day,” ‘reunification of our nation
,, ‘a matter of brother going to law with brother,” ‘how do heresies
interpret Revelation.” Although all the subjects are useful to
churches, pastors and the individual Christian, more subjects
need to be looked at as the contemporary churches are confronting
a variety of confusing issues, which need biblical answers.
Third, scholars who have contributed to the journals in Kosin
not only have adhered to the tradition of reformed biblical theology
in their studying, but also critically adopted or introduced various
approaches such as ‘Christotelic interpretation,” ‘intertextual
interpretation,” ‘partial preterism, the Idealism and the Feminist
interpretation of Revelation,” ‘speech act theory,” ‘qal wahomer

argument’ to name but a few. In order to suggest guidelines



for the churches in Kosin in using methods interpreting Bible
passages, it seems necessary for scholars to introduce various
methods. It is also reasonable to use various approaches critically
when it is necessary as this would help people understand the

Bible more clearly.

Key Words | Study of the NT Epistles for the past 7
Decades in Kosin, Retrospect and Prospect
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1) R. B. Gaffin, Jr.& H2E& 718 52| AJ 7 4182 o}t X|(the father of Reformed biblical
theology) 2kl §-ET}. “Biblical Theology and the Westminster Standards”, in The
Practical Calvinist: An Introduction to the Presbyterian and Reformed Heritage: Essays in
Honor of Dr. Clair Davis (ed. Peter A. Lillback, Fearn: Christian Focus, 2002), 425.

2) G. Vosi= siLbd o] 214 A4 3912 A4S th vl 74 2 .okgbek: (1) A4 24 9
AR A5 (2) AAE QEAl A o] Al o] A A A T (3) AA] QEoll A APE Tk g
XA A o] {714 A A @) AR o] AA A A A &4, Biblical Theology (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1948, repr. 1983), 5-9.
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